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SUBJECT: DIET PASSES DEFENSE AND TSUKUBA UNIVERSITY BILLS 
REE: TOKYO 12291 

SUMMARY: OPPOSITION PARTIES HAVING EXHAUSTED STOCK OF DELAYING 
TACTICS, LDP SECURED PASSAGE OE DEFENSE BILLS AND TSUKUBA UNIV- 
ERSITY BILLS IN DIET ON SEPT 23 AND SEPT 25 RESPECTIVELY. 

AS PRACTICAL MATTER, DIET SESSION HAS ENDED. 

1. LDP FINALLY SEDCURED PASSAGE OF DEFENSE BILLS (SEPT 23) AND 
TSUKUBA UNIVERSITY BILL (SEPT 25) IN DIET DESPITE VARIOUS 
DELAYING TACTICS EMPLOYED BY OPPOSITION (REFTEL). ALTHOUGH 
DIET OFFICIALLY ENDS SEPT 27, AS PRACTICAL MATTER, 

PASSAGE OF THESE BILLS MARKS END OF 280 DAY SESSION WHICH 
HAS DRAGGED ON SINCE LAST DECEMBER. 

2. AS MATTER OF COURSE, LDP MAJORITY DEFEATED NON- 
CONFIDENCE MOTION DIRECTED AGAINST TANAKA CABINET 
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SESSION, OPPOSITION INTERPELLATORS STRESSED SAPPORO DISTRICT 
COURT DECISION FINDING JSDF UNCONSTITUTIONAL. PRIME MINISTER 
TANAKA AND JDA DIRECTOR YAMANAKA RESPONDED BY REASSERTING 
GOVERNMENT POSITION THAT SDE WAS CONSTITUTIONAL AND DECLARING 
THAT MAJORITY OF JAPANESE PEOPLE DID NOT SUPPORT COURT DECISION. 
WHEN OPPOSITION QUESTIONERS HAD EXHAUSTED TIME ALLOTED FOR 
INTERPELLATION, DEEENSE BILLS WERE VOTED INTO LAW BY LDP, 

WITH ALL REFORMIST PARTIES VOTING AGAINST THEM. 

3. ALTHOUGH THEY HAD USED UP TACTICAL DEVICES FOR FURTHER 
PARLIAMENTARY DELAY AND ALTHOUGH PASSAGE OF TSUKUBA UNIVERSITY 
BILL HAD BECOME CERTAIN, OPPOSITION PARTIES TOOK FULL ADVAN- 
TAGE OF TIME ALLOCATED FOR DEBATE TO PROLONG PROCEEDINGS EOR 
TWO MORE DAYS AFTER DEFENSE BILLS APPROVED. ON SEPT 25, 

HOWEVER, HOUSE OF COUNCILLORS VOTED UNIVERSITY BILL INTO LAW, 

GAIN WITH ALL OPPOSITION PARTIES VOTING NO. 

4. COMMENT: AOTHOUGH TWO DAYS TECHNICALLY REMAIN, IN FACT, 
LONGEST DIET SESSION ON RECORE HAS ENDED, APPARENTLY MUCH TO 
RELIEF OF WEARY MEMBERS AND PUBLIC. AS NOTED IN REFTEL, 

LEGISLATIVE RECORD EOR TANAKA CABINET IN TWICE-EXTENDED DIET 
SESSION IS NOT VERY IMPRESSIVE. HOWEVER, FACT THAT LDP 

WAS ABLE TO OUTLAST DOGGED REFORMIST OPPOSITION AND SECURE 

PASSAGE OE KEY BILLS SHOULD ACCRUE TO BENEFIT 

OF BOTH GOJ AND LDP. COMING OUT OF THIS PROTRACTED 

PERIOD OF LEGISLATIVE SKIRMISHING, LDP LEADERSHIP MUST 

NOW DECIDE WHETHER TO CALL EXTRAORDINARY SESSION TO HANDLE 

SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET AND OTHER PEDNING LEGISLATION 

OR TO WAIT TO DOS O IN REGULAR DECEMBER SESSION. 

SHOESMITH 
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